
THE VENICE AGREEMENT  

FOR IMMEDIATE  RELEASE

May 23,  2024 -  Torres  Vedras,  Portugal :  Peat land custod ians  f rom
around the  wor ld  w i l l  meet  for  three  days  in  Torres  Vedras  to  deve lop
and share  creat i ve ,  t ransd isc ip l inary ,  and loca l l y - led  methods  for
conserv ing ,  res tor ing ,  and honor ing  our  p lanet ’ s  peat lands .  Th is  i s  the
second h is tor ic  meet ing  o f  the  Ven ice  Agreement ,  an  in ternat iona l
commitment  by  peat land custod ians  to  change the  t ra jec tory  o f  the
eco log ica l  and cu l tura l  management  o f  these  wet land ecosystems
towards  e f fec t i ve  conservat ion .  In  2022 ,  the  Ven ice  Agreement  set  a
new s tandard  for  the  va luat ion  and pract i ce  o f  protect ing  and
restor ing  our  p lanet ’ s  peat lands  a t  the  loca l  leve l .  Th is  June  2nd ,
Wor ld  Peat lands  Day ,  the  assembly  w i l l  present  an  updated vers ion  o f
the  Ven ice  Agreement  in  a  pub l i c  event  to  be  he ld  a t  the  Munic ipa l i t y
o f  Torres  Vedras ,  Por tuga l .
Ar t i s ts ,  peat land sc ient i s ts ,  pub l i c  o f f i c ia l s ,  Ind igenous  communi ty
members ,  l and managers ,  c l imate  change spec ia l i s ts ,  and leaders  o f
env i ronmenta l  not - for -prof i t s  f rom as  far  as  Kenya ,  Norway ,  Ch i le ,
Argent ina ,  Germany ,  the  UK ,  Nether lands ,  Es ton ia ,  Romania ,  and the
USA wi l l  jo in  a  loca l  Por tuguese  cont ingent  to  work  on  renewing ,
assess ing ,  nur tur ing ,  and growing  the  commitments  and s t ra teg ies  
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or ig ina l l y  agreed to  in  the  c i t y  o f  Ven ice ,  I ta l y ,  in  2022 by  over  100
peat land custod ians  dur ing  the  foundat iona l  dra f t ing  o f  the  Ven ice
Agreement .  The  Torres  Vedras  gather ing  w i l l  use  an  in -person and
on- the-ground model  to  harvest  the  Ven ice  Agreement ’ s  impacts
and potent ia l s ,  ex tend i t s  body  to  inc lude  new needs ,  and connect
the  growing  g loba l  peat land communi ty  w i th  loca l  in i t ia t i ves .  In
add i t ion  to  the  in -person meet ing ,  more  than twenty  groups  f rom
around the  wor ld  w i l l  conduct  loca l  workshops  pr ior  to  Torres
Vedras  meet ing ,  wh ich  w i l l  in form the  proceed ings  in  Torres  Vedras .  
The  meet ing  i s  organ ized by  the  Wi ld l i fe  Conservat ion  Soc ie ty  (WCS)
Ch i le ,  Ensayos ,  and the  Sens ing  Peat  Ar t  &  Research  Network  o f  the
Michae l  Succow Foundat ion ,  Par tner  o f  the  Gre i f swa ld  Mire  Center ,
in  co l laborat ion  w i th  the  Munic ipa l i t y  o f  Torres  Vedras ,  the
assoc ia t ion  for  env i ronmenta l  memory  W-Rep lay  and the  Centre  for
Geograph ica l  S tud ies  o f  the  Ins t i tu te  o f  Geography  and Spat ia l
P lann ing  o f  the  Un ivers i t y  o f  L i sbon.  The  meet ing  takes  p lace  on  the
coast  o f  the  Torres  Vedras  reg ion  w i th  i t s  three  smal l  ves t ig ia l
ac t i ve  peat lands  (V ig ias  da  Arr iba ,  Mex i lhoe i ra ,  and Se ixo ) .  These
coasta l  peat lands  are  remnants  o f  a  la rger  wet land sys tem and p lay
a  cruc ia l  ro le  both  in  the  eco logy  and the  cu l tura l  memory  o f  the
reg ion .  

As  o f f i c ia l  hosts  o f  the  meet ing ,  the  Torres  Vedras  Munic ipa l i t y  i s
proud ly  commit ted  to  car ing  for  i t s  loca l  coasta l  peat lands  in  a  rea l
show of  support  for  the  loca l - to -g loba l  t ransd isc ip l inary  s t ra tegy  o f
the  Ven ice  Agreement  model .  Promoted by  the  loca l  organ izat ion
Double-u  Rep lay  (WR)  and the  Centre  for  Geograph ica l  S tud ies  o f
the  Ins t i tu te  o f  Geography  and Spat ia l  P lann ing  o f  the  Un ivers i t y  o f
L isbon ,  ac t i ve  in  the  in tersect ions  o f  ar ts  and cu l ture ,
env i ronmenta l  protect ion ,  sc ience ,  and her i tage ,  these  ecosystems
wi l l  become important  insp i ra t ions  for  d iscuss ing  the  current
s i tuat ion ,  the  h is tor ies ,  and futures  o f  peat lands  g loba l l y  in  re la t ion
to  conservat ion  pract i ces  and po l i c ies  as  we l l  as  cu l tura l  and
ar t i s t i c  s t ra teg ies  for  the i r  protect ion .  

Some of  the  cr i t i ca l  quest ions  that  th is  year ’ s  s ignator ies  w i l l  be
work ing  w i th  are :  How to assess  the Venice  Agreement ’s  impacts
and potentials?  What  creative  indicators  a l low for  non-
quantitat ive,  more organic  accountabi l i ty  and measurements
of  our  important  work?  How to br ing more diverse areas  of  
                    act iv ism and more Global  South voices  and 
                   ecosystems into the Venice  Agreement?  What  sort  
                        of  rotat ing,  inclusive  leadership  model  is  in  
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tune with the Venice  Agreement ’s  v is ion and mission?  How to
sustainably  continue to  distr ibute responsibi l i t ies  related to
decis ion making,  organiz ing of  the community  and meetings,
looking towards f inding adequate funding and development
opportunit ies?  How can the Venice  Agreement help  to  put
peatlands in  the spotl ight  in  regions where they are  less
known to  locals?

Brief  History  of  the  Venice  Agreement

S igned in  2022 ,  the  Ven ice  Agreement  i s  a  dec larat ion  to  protect
peat lands  around the  wor ld  a t  a  loca l  sca le  and represents  a
commitment  by  loca l  and reg iona l - leve l  organ izat ions  to  es tab l i sh
concrete  custod ia l  programs for  the  eco log ica l  and cu l tura l
recogn i t ion  o f  peat lands .  As  a  bot tom-up approach that  responds  to
the  need for  smal ler  loca l  in i t ia t i ves  to  be  recogn ized as
ind ispensab le  contr ibutors  to  the  in ternat iona l  peat land
conservat ion  process ,  the  Ven ice  Agreement  a ims  to  insp i re  the  ar t
o f  conserv ing  and restor ing  peat lands .

Or ig ina l l y  dev ised  through e leven on- the-ground workshops  around
the  wor ld  and a  two-day  meet ing  a t  TBA21–Academy ’s  Ocean Space
in  June  2022 ,  The  Ven ice  Agreement  s tems f rom the  ecocu l tura l
work  o f  Ensayos  and the  Wi ld l i fe  Conservat ion  Soc ie ty -Ch i le ,
supported  by  the  Gre i f swa ld  Mire  Centre .  The  f i rs t  sparks  for  the
Agreement  appeared in  2021 ,  dur ing  the  second B i -nat iona l
Peat land Seminar  between Ch i le  and Argent ina ,  wh ich  gave  r i se  to
the  Patagon ian  Peat land In i t ia t i ve  and to  the  curator ia l  pro ject
Turba  To l  Ho l -Ho l  To l .  The  la t ter  represented Ch i le  a t  the  59th
Ven ice  Ar t  B ienna le ,  h igh l ight ing  a  un ique co l laborat ion  between
art i s ts ,  sc ient i s ts ,  and the  Se lk ’nam communi ty  f rom T ierra  de l
Fuego ,  Ch i le ,  to  promote  the  conservat ion  o f  the  peat lands  o f
Patagon ia .  The  t ransd isc ip l inary  nature  o f  Ensayos ,  the  Patagon ia
Peat land In i t ia t i ve ,  and Turba  To l  forged the  v i s ion  for  a  conven ing
of  spec ia l i s ts  f rom the  f ie lds  o f  eco log ica l  sc ience ,  conservat ion
pract i ce ,  and c l imate  change po l i cy ,  w i th  representat i ves  f rom
ind igenous  communi t ies  and env i ronmenta l  ar t i s ts  to  create  the
nove l  dec larat ion  that  took  the  name of  the  wet land c i t y  o f  Ven ice .
To  date ,  the  Ven ice  Agreement  has  been s igned by  118 peat land
custod ians .  As  a  growing  communi ty ,  The  Ven ice  Agreement
s ignator ies  acknowledge that  car ing  for  g loba l  peat lands  a t  a  loca l
leve l  requ i res  cont inued assessment ,  nur tur ing ,  and jus t  
governance  o f  the  co l lec t i ve  e f for t .

https://turbatol.org/venice-agreement.html


Working  Towards  the  Future

Jus t  as  each  loca l  peat land has  had a  g loba l  impact  on  the  Ear th ’ s
c l imate  through the  mi t igat ion  or  emiss ion  o f  greenhouse  gasses ,
loca l l y -sca led  conservat ion  e f for ts  are  cr i t i ca l  for  peat land
conservat ion  on  a  g loba l  sca le .  For  th is  reason ,  peat land custod ians
f rom ind igenous  communi t ies  and f rom the  d isc ip l ines  o f  eco log ica l
sc ience ,  nature  conservat ion ,  c l imate  change po l i cy ,  and
contemporary  ar t  meet  to  rev iew the i r  d iverse  approaches  to
conservat ion ,  and shed l i ght  on  the  cr i t i ca l  ro le  that  peat lands  p lay
in  b iod ivers i t y ,  c l imate  mi t igat ion ,  water  qua l i t y ,  cu l ture  and
economics .  By  creat ing  and susta in ing  the  opportun i ty  for  the
shar ing  o f  s imi lar i t ies  and d i f ferences  o f  loca l  peat land
conservat ion  in i t ia t i ves  f rom d i f ferent  cont inents ,  the  Ven ice
Agreement ’  s  a im i s  to  cont inue  to  t rans form the  fa te  o f  peat lands :
combat ing  degradat ion  and loss  by  ident i f y  g loba l  opportun i t ies  in
co l laborat ion ,  consc iousness  ra is ing ,  fund ing ,  po l i cy ,  and
commitment .  

The  Ven ice  Agreement  B iannua l  Gather ing  o f  the  Loca l - to -g loba l
Peat land Accord  i s  made poss ib le  w i th  the  support  o f  the  Torres
Vedras  Munic ipa l i t y ,  the  Andrea  von Braun Foundat ion ,  and the
Wi ld l i fe  Conservat ion  Soc ie ty  (WCS) .
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